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CaliforniaVolunteers
Disaster Preparedness Initiative

CaliforniaVolunteers

The mission of CaliforniaVolunteers is to increase the number and impact of
Californians engaged in service and volunteering. One area of focus is disaster
preparedness.

CaliforniaVolunteers is the lead oversight agency for the California Citizen Corps
Program, which was created post 9/11 to coordinate volunteer activities to make our
communities safer, stronger and better prepared to respond to any emergency.
CaliforniaVolunteers ensures the coordination of volunteer activities related to disaster
response and recovery, including necessary training, equipment, and transportation
provisions. CaliforniaVolunteers also manages donations to the state for disaster relief.

The California Citizen Corps Program includes Citizen Corps Councils, Community
Emergency Response Teams (CERT), Medical Reserve Corps, Neighborhood Watch,
Volunteers in Police Service and Fire Corps. In partnership with the Governor's Office
of Emergency Services, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security, Volunteer
Organizations Active in Disaster and other state and local organizations,
CaliforniaVolunteers works to strengthen the state’s readiness for and ability to respond
to large-scale disasters.

WE Prepare

CaliforniaVolunteers educates Californians about the need to prepare for disasters that
may strike our state. Whether they are natural — floods, fires and earthquakes — or
man-made disasters, we all must have a disaster plan that includes our family, friends
and neighbors.

Since 1950, 255 states of emergency have been proclaimed in California. And since
1989, there have been 27 major declared disasters. Although these numbers are
staggering, statistics show that less than half of Californians have a disaster plan.

CaliforniaVolunteers created a disaster preparedness pilot program in the greater Los
Angeles area to encourage moms to prepare their families for disaster.
CaliforniaVolunteers received a federal grant from the Office of Homeland Security for
this pilot program. The initiative encourages moms to go online, identify their risk,
develop a family disaster plan, practice their plan and prepare their children for disaster.
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CaliforniaVolunteers created the following tools to help Californians become disaster
prepared:

Online disaster preparedness assessment

Personalized family disaster plan that can be printed out in a variety of formats
for disaster supply kit, wallet-sized emergency contact cards, etc.

Customized children’s story designed to teach children how to be disaster
prepared in a fun, non-threatening way

10 Ways WE Prepare for Disasters tips and links to other resources
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CaliforniaVolunteers created a “Moms Brigade,” a group of more than 100 mom
advocates to spread the word to other moms about the importance of being disaster
prepared. These moms are encouraging their family, friends, neighbors and colleagues
to visit www.CaliforniaVolunteers.org and complete a family disaster plan.

CaliforniaVolunteers has also partnered with KOST radio and Univision to encourage
Californians to be disaster-prepared. The partnership includes public service
announcements, online banners and other public education outreach.
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Contact Information
CaliforniaVolunteers

1110 K Street, Suite 210
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-323-7646

916-323-3227 fax
www.CaliforniaVolunteers.org




